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TO

FROM

District Directors

Envi ronnment al Heal th Managers
Envi ronnmental Heal th Supervi sor
Envi ronnental Heal th Speci ali st

Donal d J. Al exander, Director
D vision of Onsite Sewage and Water Services

SUBJECT: Sanpling Port Requirenents
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A nunber of questions have arisen regarding the requirenents for

sanpl

ing ports on ATUs that have received prelimnary or general

approval fromthe division. The follow ng should clarify the

r equi

rements for sanpling ports.

Chl orine Residual Sanpling - The ATUs on our approval sheet have

nmet NSF Standard 40 and are acceptable for installation in
Virginia only if they nmeet all other design requirenents in
the Alternative D schargi ng Sewage Treatnment Reqgul ations for
Single Fanmily Dwellings (DSTR). § 3.9.1 of the DSTR
requires that all discharging systens be equipped with a 6"
di anet er sanpling port connected to the effluent collection
box after the required chlorine contact tine. Also a port
and collection box is required after the dechlorinator. The
intent of this section is to provide a neans for sanpling
al | discharging systens for chlorine residual. I f pl ans
are submtted which do not include these ports and boxes or
some ot her method for sanpling, the construction plans
shoul d not be approved, nor should a construction permt be
issued. If a construction permt has been issued, or if the
ports were overl ooked during review of the plans, then the
ports nmust be added to the system before an operation permt
is issued. These sanpling ports may or nay not be an
integral part of an ATU. For instance, a systemwhich is
approved with its own built-in chlorine contact tank and
dechl ori nator, would need to have a sanple port 6" in

di aneter and col l ection box prior to dechlorination. |If the
construction plans do not show this, the plans are not
accept abl e and shoul d not be approved.
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M xed Li quor Suspended Solids Sanpling - 8 3.11 B.2. of the DSTR

requires informal testing of the m xed |iquor suspended
solids (M.SS). In order to acconplish this, a sanple port
or other means for accessing the aeration tank nust be
provided to allow sanpling of the MLSS. The Division does
not recomend renovi ng any nechani cal or electrical

equi pnent in order to do this because a safety hazard may
exi st and danage to the equi pment may occur. It is
accept abl e, however, to renove the access covers, which are
not connected to mechanical or electrical equipnent, to
sanple for MLSS. An existing systemwhich is in conpliance
with the general permt and appears to be operating
properly, would not be required to add the sanpling port.

| f an existing systemis not functioning properly or not in
conpliance with the general permt a sanple port nay be
required.
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